 Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni & Co-sponsored by
Council Members Schellenberg, Boyer, Redman, Lumb, Gaffney Bishop, Jones, Gulliford & Yarborough:
RESOLUTION 2014-768
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND THANKING CLEVELAND E. POWELL FOR HIS COUNTLESS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE HISTORY OF THE ARLINGTON COMMUNITY AND JACKSONVILLE COMMUNITY AT LARGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the history of a community is the collection of the stories of the lives and works of individuals who lived in that community and of the events that shaped and impacted that community; and


WHEREAS, the documentation of those stories and the preservation of the documents and artifacts pertaining to those individuals and events is important to every community in that it creates the special sense of identity and pride of place that carries forward for future generations; and


WHEREAS, Cleveland E. “Cleve” Powell was born on October 21, 1936 and grew up in a 1920s-era home that still stands at the top of Arlington’s Tree Hill in the post-WWII Arlington community characterized by rural farms and dirt roads, and lived and worked in Arlington during the post-Mathews Bridge era of rapid development and transformation; and 


WHEREAS, Mr. Powell has used his considerable skills as a researcher, map reader/interpreter and writer to research and record the history of the Arlington, Mayport, and St. Augustine areas, especially as it relates to the families of Fredrick W. Bruce and Cleveland Johnson, from whom he is directly descended; and


WHEREAS, the families of Fredrick W. Bruce and Cleveland Johnson were instrumental in the development of the St. Augustine, Mayport and Arlington areas, including the construction of the jetties at the mouth of the St. Johns River, building of the Jacksonville Shipyards, and development of the Arlington area, and these events and the actions of these families are an integral part of the development and history of Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, Cleve Powell, who spent years writing his personal knowledge of life in the early days of Arlington, thus preserving for future generations a picture of life in that community in days gone by, is a longtime member of Old Arlington, Inc., and serves as the organization’s Historian and Archivist, and in that capacity has added greatly to the body of knowledge by sharing his Jacksonville knowledge with all who inquire from around the world; and

WHEREAS, Cleve Powell has been recognized by the Jacksonville Planning and Development Department, the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission, and the Jacksonville Historical Society as a source authority on Arlington’s history; and 

WHEREAS, as a member of Old Arlington, Inc., Mr. Powell has played a key role in the area’s historic preservation projects including the placement of twenty-three historic markers throughout the Arlington community, the preservation of the Norman Silent Film Studios, and the Mathews Bridge 60th Anniversary celebration; and through his many articles as a contributing author and the scores of personal presentations he has made, he is credited with developing a greater awareness of, and appreciation for the history of Arlington; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and thanks Cleveland E. Powell and gratefully acknowledges his contributions to the preservation of the history of Arlington and the Jacksonville community at large.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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